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Abstract
This study was principally undertaken to provide information of the influence of feeding level during the period prior
to fattening on growth and carcass traits of Iberian pigs finished under free-range conditions with acorns and grass. During
the period prior to fattening, a group of 11 pigs (high feeding level, H) was fed with 70 g feed kg–1 LW0.75 (live weight) and
another group of 11 pigs (low feeding level, L) was fed with 50 g feed kg–1 LW0.75. The pigs average daily gain for prior
to fattening, free-range and whole periods were: 385.4 and 168.9 (P < 0.001), 508.4 and 582.1 (P < 0.05) and 430.5
and 320.5 (P < 0.05) g day–1in H and L pigs respectively. The H and L pigs’ slaughter weights were 166.2 and 138.4 kg
(P < 0.01). Feeding level during the period prior to the fattening period had no significant effect on backfat thickness and
Longissimus dorsi (LD) area measured at the level of the last rib, LD intramuscular fat percentage and carcass hams,
forelegs, loins, sirloin and total cut amounts. The correlation coefficients between pig growth rate during the whole period
and carcass hams, forelegs and total cut amount were 0.95, 0.92 and 0.95 respectively. The interaction between the
feeding level prior to the free-range period and carcass weight was studied for carcass traits.
Additional key words: carcass traits, compensatory growth, prior to free-range feeding level.

Resumen
Efecto del nivel de alimentación administrado durante la premontanera sobre el crecimiento y características
de la canal de cerdos ibéricos
El objetivo principal de este estudio fue analizar el efecto del nivel de alimentación de premontanera sobre el
crecimiento y características de la canal de cerdos ibéricos cebados en montanera exclusiva. Un grupo de 11 cerdos fue
diariamente alimentado con 70 g de pienso por kg de peso metabólico durante la premontanera (nivel de alimentación
alto, A) y otro grupo de 11 cerdos con 50 g de pienso por kg de peso metabólico (nivel de alimentación bajo, B) durante el
mismo periodo. La ganancias medias diarias durante la premontanera, montanera y periodo total fueron: 385,4 vs 168,9 g
(P < 0,001), 508,4 vs 582,1 g (P < 0,05) y 430,5 vs 320,5 g (P < 0,05), respectivamente, en los cerdos A frente a los B. Los
pesos al sacrificio de los cerdos alimentados con el nivel A y B fueron 166,2 y 138,4 kg respectivamente. El nivel de
alimentación de premontanera no tuvo influencia significativa sobre el espesor de grasa dorsal, área del músculo
Longissimus dorsi (LD), medidos a nivel de la última costilla, porcentaje de grasa intramuscular del LD y cantidades de
jamón, paleta, lomo, solomillo y total de partes nobles de la canal. Los coeficientes de correlación entre la ganancia media
diaria durante el periodo total experimental y las cantidades de jamón, paleta y total de partes nobles de la canal fueron
0,95, 0,92 y 0,95, respectivamente. Este trabajo estudia la interacción entre el nivel de alimentación de premontanera y el
peso canal para las características de la canal.
Palabras clave adicionales: calidad de la canal, crecimiento compensatorio, nivel de alimentación en premontanera.
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Introduction

Material and Methods

The Iberian pig is a native breed from the southwest
Iberian Peninsula traditionally fed under free-range
conditions during the late finishing period in a
Mediterranean forest ecosystem with acorn and grass
fully available. Quality characteristics of these pigs are
highly recognized for the market. The commercial
weight at slaughter of the Iberian pig ranges from 140
to 180 kg. Prior to the finishing phase, they are fed with
mixed diets for 5-6 months, in confinement or under
outdoor conditions (Daza, 2001).
In pigs fed under intensive conditions, it has been
shown that the feeding level during the period previous
to the late fattening phase influences growth at
fattening and carcass characteristics at slaughter
(Critser et al., 1995; Lovatto et al., 2000; Daza et al.,
2003). However, to our knowledge, there is not
information available of the effect of feeding during
the growing period on performance and carcass
characteristics in pigs fed extensively. This is a matter
of interest, since feed intake, exercise, and many other
aspects linked to extensive feeding have been reported
to affect carcass and meat quality characteristics, and
this in turn may be influenced by the amount feed
provided during the period before the late fattening
phase (López Bote, 1998).
The objective of this study was to assess the effect of
feed restriction during the period prior to the fattening
period on growth during fattening phase under
free-range conditions and on carcass characteristics in
Iberian pigs.

Animals and diets
Twenty two Iberian barrows of the Torbiscal line (El
Deheson del Encinar, Junta de Comunidades de
Castilla-La Mancha, Oropesa, Toledo, Spain) with an
average initial live weight of 55.07 kg (standard error
of mean, SE = 0.80 kg) were used. A group of 11 pigs
weighting 54.75 ± 2.69 kg was fed a feeding level (FL)
of 70 g feed kg–1 LW0.75 (high feeding level, H) during
the period prior to the fattening period under free-range
conditions (164 days from May to November) and
another group of 11 pigs weighting 55.40 ± 2.81 kg was
fed a feeding level of 50 g feed kg–1 LW0.75 (low feeding
level, L) for the same period. Ingredients and major
nutrients of the experimental diet are shown in Table 1.
During fattening, all pigs were fed under free-range
conditions for a period of 95 days in a Quercus ilex
forest with fully available acorns and grass. The
stocking rate in the free-range feeding phase was 0.7
pigs ha–1.

Measurements and analysis
The chemical composition of the diet was
determined according to AOAC (2000) procedures.
On all pigs, measurements were obtained at the
beginning of the free-range period and 16 h before
slaughter by a real-time ultrasound apparatus (Kretz
Tecnick INC, 600 V-V232, Sonovet, Austria). The

Table 1. Ingredients and analysed chemical composition (g kg–1 feed) of the diet provided during
the feeding period previous to the free-range fattening phase1
Ingredients

Barley
Wheat bran
Soybean meal - 44
Sunflower meal - 30
Lysine supplement
Lard
Calcium carbonate
Dicalcium phosphate
Sodium chloride
Mineral/vitamin mix
1

Nutrients

704.6
25.5
86.8
121.7
1.3
30.0
7.0
13.0
3.0
7.0

Calculated digestible energy 13.05 MJ kg–1 feed.

Crude protein
Crude fat
Crude fibre
Lysine
Calcium

160.3
49.4
66.4
7.7
7.0
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ultrasonic measurements of Longissimus dorsi (LD)
muscle area (cm2) and backfat area (cm2) were taken at
the level of the last rib. Pigs were slaughtered at a local
slaughterhouse at an average weight of 166.20 (H pigs)
and 138.40 kg (L pigs) (SE = 4.8 kg). Slaughter (SW),
cold carcass (CW), hams, forelegs, loins and sirloin
weight were recorded. Moreover in each carcass, chops
from the LD muscle were cut at the level of the last rib
in order to draw on a semitransparent paper that was
then used for determinate measurements of backfat
thickness and subcutaneous backfat and LD muscle
area. The measurements taken were:
FT1 = fat thickness (in cm) taken perpendicularly to
dorsal mid line at the level of the last rib.
FT2 = fat thickness (in cm) taken at 6 cm off dorsal
mid line at the level of the last rib.
FT3 = fat thickness (in cm) measured at the lateral
edge of LD muscle from the skin to the muscle.
SFA = subcutaneous backfat area (in cm2) between
LD muscle superior face, the skin internal face and the
lines corresponding to the measurements FT1 and FT3.
LDA = LD muscle area (in cm2) taken at the level of
the last rib.
The LD muscle intramuscular fat was obtained
according to the method developed by Marmer and
Maxwell (1981).

Statistical analysis
The effect of the feeding level prior to the fattening
period on the productive results of the pigs was studied
by means of an analysis of covariance:
Yij = m + (FL)i + a W + eij
where: Y = data observed for pig j of the treatment i;
m = general average; (FL) = treatment feeding level
during the period previous to the free-range fattening
period (high H vs low L) (i = 1, 2); a = coefficient of
partial regression between W and Y; W = covariate initial
weight of the pigs for the average daily gain (ADG), LD
muscle area and subcutaneous backfat area at the
beginning of free-range period for lean and backfat areas
average daily gain during free-range period, slaughter
weight (SW) for carcass weight (CW) or carcass weight
for carcass characteristics; e = residual error.
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Shaphiro and Wilk (1965) test (PROC
UNIVARIATE) was used to evaluate the normal
distribution of the data. With data that were not
normally distributed the transformation arc sin
(x/100)0.5 was carried out. Covariance analysis was
carried out according to procedure GLM given in SAS
(1999). The correlation coefficients between carcass
cut yield and average daily gain, carcass yield and
carcass fat and lean measurements were calculated
using procedure CORR given in SAS. The interaction
between the treatment and carcass weight for the
carcass traits and cut yield was studied by means of
simple regression by comparison of slopes according
to the Student’s «t» test.

Results and Discussion
The average daily gain of pigs for the prior to
free-range (ADG1), free-range (ADG2) and whole
(ADG3) periods according to prior to fattening period
feeding level (FL) are shown in Table 2. As expected a
significant effect of FL was observed for ADG1. The
pigs fed high feeding level (H) had higher ADG1 than
pigs fed low feeding level (L). The pigs initial weight at
the beginning of the prior to fattening phase had not
significant (P > 0.05) effect on daily growth during this
period. However, in the free-range period the L pigs
grew significantly more (P < 0.05) than the H pigs. In a
number of experiments carried out in pigs maintained
in confinement, it has been observed that restricting the
amount of feed given to pigs during their growth period
leads to a greater feed consumption and daily growth
during the fattening period (Lovatto et al., 2000; Daza
et al., 2003). According to our information, this is the
first time that compensatory growth has been observed
in pigs produced under free-range conditions.
Compensatory growth in pigs produced under
confinement has been related to some metabolic
adaptation of animals fed a low level of nutrition that
permits them to use nutrients more efficiently during a
limited period of time following the end of the
restriction period (Critser et al., 1995; Skiba et al.,
2001; Daza et al., 2003; Whang et al., 2003). However,
in pigs fed extensively a higher mobility (due to lower
live weight) and less limitation to feed rejection may be
involved. However, in the L pigs, the increase in weight
during free-range phase was not enough to compensate
for the difference in LW between the experimental
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Table 2.

Influence of prior to free-range period feeding level (FL) on growth of Iberian pigs

FL

High (H)
Low (L)
SE
Significance

W1 (kg)

W2 (kg)

W3 (kg)

ADG1 (g)

ADG2 (g)

ADG3 (g)

54.7
55.4
0.8

117.9
83.1
5.0
***

166.2
138.4
4.9
**

385.4
168.9
30.0
***

508.4
582.1
28.2
*

430.5
320.5
27.8
*

W1 = initial weight; W2 = final weight at prior free-range period; W3 = weight at slaughter; ADG1 = average
daily gain for prior to fattening period; ADG2 = average daily gain for free-range period; ADG3 = average daily
gain for total period; H = 70 g feed kg–1 LW0.75 day–1; L = 50 g feed kg–1 LW0.75 day–1; SE = standard error of
mean; *: P < 0.05, **: P < 0.01, ***: P < 0.001.

groups. Considering the whole experimental period, the
ADG3 was lower (P < 0.001) for restricted pigs (L)
prior to the free-range period compared to those fed a
high feeding level (H). This result was due to the fact
that L pigs were subjected to severe restriction during
prior to the free-range period compared with the H pigs
restriction (Critser et al., 1995; Daza et al., 2003). The
initial weight of pigs at the beginning of the free-range

Table 3.

phase had no influence on average daily gain during
this period (ADG2) (P > 0.05).
Carcass characteristics according to the prior to
fattening period FL are shown in Table 3. The LD
muscle area and backfat thickness obtained in this
study are in agreement with those observed by De
Pedro (1987) and Dobao et al. (1987), although the LD
muscle intramuscular fat (LDIF) percentage was higher

Carcass traits according to prior to free range feeding level (FL)1
FL
Variable2

Longissimus dorsi area (LDA) (cm2)
FT1 (cm)
FT2 (cm)
FT3 (cm)
SFA (cm2)
Longissimus dorsi intramuscular fat (LDIF) (%)
Carcass weight (kg)
Carcass yield (%)
Hams weight (kg)
Forelegs weight (kg)
Loins weight (kg)
Sirloin weight (kg)
Total cuts (kg)
% hams to carcass weight
% forelegs to carcass weight
% loins to carcass weight
% sirloin to carcass weight
% total cuts to carcass weight
1

High
(H)

Low
(L)

SE

24.96
7.12
6.26
7.59
91.87

25.32
7.16
6.45
8.14
93.76

0.73
0.26
0.34
0.28
4.66

7.05a
121.06a
78.32
21.06
14.00
3.45
0.492
39.01
17.72
11.77
2.91
0.41
32.84

5.36b
117.91b
78.30
20.52
13.83
3.46
0.482
38.30
17.28
11.63
2.92
0.41
32.25

0.37
0.44
0.18
0.55
0.39
0.087
0.014
1.01
0.25
0.17
0.07
0.017
0.46

Are least square means. SE = standard error of mean. 2 For each variable, means with different superscripts
differed P < 0.05. LDA = LD muscle area measured at the level of the last rib. FT1 = fat thickness measured
perpendicularly to the dorsal mid line at the level of the last rib. FT2 = fat thickness measured at 6 cm of the
dorsal mid-line at the site of the last rib. FT3 = fat thickness measured between the skin and the distal end from
dorsal mid line of the LD muscle. SFA = subcutaneous fat area between LD muscle face, the skin internal face
and the lines corresponding to FT1 and FT3.
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than that found by Benito et al. (1998) and Muriel et al.
(2004) in Iberian pigs of the Torbiscal line with
approximately the same slaughter weight. The hams,
forelegs and loins amounts observed in this work were
similar to those reported by Benito et al. (1998) in
Iberian pigs of the Torbiscal line, although Dobao et al.
(1987) observed lower amounts of these carcass cuts
probably due to the fact that the slaughter weight was
lower than in our experiment.
No differences (P > 0.05) were observed for the
carcass characteristics, except for the CW (121.1 vs
117.9 kg, P < 0.05) between H and L pigs when either
SW or CW were used as covariates (Table 3). This
indicates that the prior to fattening FL had not significant
effect on carcass traits. Only SW and CW influenced (P
< 0.05) most carcass characteristics. Thus, an increase in
SW or CW produces an increase in subcutaneous
backfat thickness, backfat area, LDIF percentage and
carcass cuts (P < 0.05). These results are in agreement
with those found by Cisneros et al. (1996), Leach et al.
(1996), Weatherup et al. (1998) and Latorre et al.
(2003a,b, 2004) in selected pigs produced under
confined conditions and to those observed by De Pedro
(1987), Dobao et al. (1987), Mayoral et al. (1999), Pérez
(2004) and Daza et al. (2005) in free-range Iberian pigs.
However, the slaughter and carcass weight had no
significant influence on LD muscle area (LDA)
measured at the level of the last rib, which may be
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attributed to the LDA compensatory growth occurring
in L pigs during the free-range period.
It is interesting to note that the LD muscle initial area at
the beginning of the free-range period affected the average
daily gain of LDA during the free-range phase (P < 0.001).
As LD initial muscle area increased, the average daily gain
of LDA significantly decreased during the free-range
period. The average daily gain of LDA during the
free-range period was 0.0222 and 0.108 cm2 day–1 for H
and L pigs respectively. Nevertheless, when LD muscle
initial area was introduced as a covariate in the statistical
model, no significant difference in average daily gain of
LDA was found between H and L pigs (0.0716 vs 0.0586
cm2 day–1, SE = 0.014).
The subcutaneous backfat initial area at the
beginning of the free-range period showed no influence
on the average daily gain of backfat area during the
free-range phase (0.702 and 0.698 cm2 day–1 were
obtained for H and L pigs respectively, SE = 0.041).
Freitas (1998) observed a compensatory growth of both
lean and fat during the fattening phase in Iberian pigs
restricted during the growth period, but in this study the
restricted and non-restricted pigs had the same
slaughter weight because the restriction used was more
moderate than the one used in this experiment.
Correlation coefficients between weights and
percentages of carcass cuts and growth carcass yield
and fat and lean measurements are presented in Table 4.

Table 4. Partial correlation coefficients between carcass cut yield and average daily total gain (ADG3), carcass yield (CY) and
fat and lean measurements of carcass
Variable

Hams (kg)
Forelegs (kg)
Loins (kg)
Sirloin (kg)
Total cuts (kg)
Hams (%)
Forelegs (%)
Loins (%)
Sirloin (%)
Total cuts (%)

ADG3
(g)

0.95****
0.92****
0.70***
0.29
0.95****
–0.69***
–0.66***
–0.71***
–0.66***
–0.75***

CY
(%)

SFA
(cm2)

0.47*
0.52*
0.64**
0.12
0.52*

0.63**
0.56**
0.30
0.17
0.59**

–0.84****
–0.71***
–0.33
–0.50*
–0.78***

–0.76***
–0.84****
–0.80****
–0.57**
–0.86****

FT1
(cm)

0.41
0.24
0.23
0.04
0.38
–0.74***
–0.85****
–0.64**
–0.50*
–0.83****

FT2
(cm)

FT3
(cm)

LDA
(cm2)

0.37
0.24
–0.018
–0.047
0.30

0.64**
0.53*
0.28
0.23
0.59**

–0.18
–0.16
0.38
–0.09
–0.15

–0.53*
–0.68***
–0.70***
–0.41
–0.66***

–0.21
0.20
0.18
–0.02
–0.16

–0.62**
–0.82****
–0.75***
–0.49*
–0.77***

Total cuts = Hams + Forelegs + Loins + Sirloin. ADG3 = Average daily growth (g day–1) during the whole experimental period. CY = Carcass
yield. SFA = subcutaneous fat area between LD muscle face, the skin internal face and the lines corresponding to FT1 and FT3. FT1 = fat
thickness measured perpendicularly to the dorsal mid line at the level of the last rib. FT2 = fat thickness measured at 6 cm of the dorsal mid-line
at the site of the last rib. FT3 = fat thickness measured between the skin and the distal end from dorsal mid line of LD muscle. LDA = LD muscle
area measured at the level of the last rib. *: P < 0.05, **: P < 0.01, ***: P < 0.001, ****: P < 0.0001.
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The weights and percentages of carcass cuts were not
significantly (P > 0.05) correlated with LDA. However,
positive correlation coefficients between carcass total
cuts and variables ADG3, CY, FA and FT3 were
observed (P < 0.05), while significant (P < 0.05)
negative correlation coefficients between carcass cut
percentages and variables ADG3, CY, FA, FT1, FT2 and
FT3 were found. Some of these results are in
disagreement with De Pedro (1987), who reported a
significant correlation coefficient between carcass loin
amount and LDA, a negative relationship between
carcass trimmed ham and foreleg amount and backfat
thickness and no significant effect of carcass yield on
carcass ham, foreleg and loin amount. However,
Latorre et al. (2003a,b, 2004), in heavy selected pigs
produced under confinement conditions, and Pérez
(2004), in Duroc ´ Iberian pigs, observed a significant
positive relationship between carcass yield and backfat
thickness with carcass ham and foreleg amount, but a
significant negative relationship between carcass yield
and backfat thickness with carcass ham and foreleg
percentages.
No significant correlation between LDA at slaughter
and the variables ADG3, SW, CW and SFA were found
in the study. Kunev et al. (1998) observed not
significant differences in selected pigs of 100 to 120 kg
of body weight for the eye - muscle area.
A high foreleg:ham ratio is interesting for the meat
processing industry in Spain (Esparrago et al., 2001).
The Iberian pig industry is especially interested in an
increase of foreleg weight. No significant (P > 0.05)
difference between H and L pigs for foreleg:ham ratio
was observed (0.667 vs 0.671, SE = 0.0052). No
significant (P > 0.05) relation between foreleg:ham
ratio and SW, CW, carcass yield, ADG1, ADG2, ADG3,
carcass cuts amounts and fat and lean measurements
were found in this study. As shown in Table 4 a high

correlation coefficient (r = 0.92) between ADG3 and
carcass foreleg amount was found. The foreleg growth
seems to be related to the ADG1. The correlation
coefficient values between carcass foreleg amount and
ADG1 were of 0.84 and 0.57 for H and L pigs
respectively, while the correlation coefficients obtained
between carcass foreleg amount and ADG2 were lower
(0.38 and 0.49 for H and L pigs respectively).
The LDIF percentage is a meat quality characteristic
of high importance in the Iberian pig (López Bote,
1998). Therefore, regression equations to quantify the
effect of ADG3, SW, CW and SFA on LIDF percentage
were calculated (Table 5). It can be observed that as the
independent variables ADG3, SW, CW or SFA
increased, the dependent variable LIDF percentage
increased according to a curvilinear function. Mayoral
et al. (1999) observed a slight change in LDIF in
Iberian pigs from 120 to 150 kg of live weight.
Moreover, Weatherup et al. (1998) did not observe a
clear effect of backfat increase on the intramuscular fat
content of LD muscle in selected pigs.
The interaction between prior to fattening period
feeding level and carcass weight for the variables
carcass cut amount and percentage and SFA is shown in
Table 6.
The relationship between carcass hams, forelegs,
sirloin and total cut amount and carcass weight showed
a curvilinear response in both H and L pigs. However
the relationship between carcass loin amount and
carcass showed a linear response in H pigs and a
curvilinear response in L pigs.
The relationship between carcass hams, forelegs and
total cuts percentages and carcass weight showed a
curvilinear and linear functions in H and L pigs
respectively, while the relationship between carcass
loins and sirloin percentages and CW showed a
curvilinear response both in H and L pigs.

Table 5. Regression equations of average daily gain for total period (ADG3) (kg), slaughter (SW) and carcass (CW) weights
(kg) and subcutaneous fat area (SFA) (cm2) on Longissimus dorsi muscle intramuscular fat (LDIF) percentage
Regression equation

LDIF (%) = –6.375 + 34.486. ADG3 – 21.199. (ADG3)2
LDIF (%) = –22.52 + 0.321. SW – 0.0009. (SW)2
LDIF (%) = –13.061 + 0.263. CW – 0.0008 (CW)2
LDIF (%) = 0.8094 + 0.0878. (SFA) – 0.0003. (SFA)2

R2

Significance

RSD

0.39
0.39
0.34
0.16

**
**
**

2.99
1.80
1.58
1.66

Regression equations of LDIF on ADG3, SW, CW and SFA variables according to prior to free-range period feeding level were not significant
(P > 0.05). RSD = residual standard deviation.
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Table 6. Interaction analysis between the prior to fattening period feeding level (FL) and slaughter weight for the variables
carcass cut amount and percentages and subcutaneous fat area (SFA) by simple regression
R2

Significance

RSD

High Hams (kg) = 0.0024a. (CW)2 – 0.5326a. CW + 50.485
Low Hams (kg) = 0.0004b. (CW)2– 0.0067b. CW + 15.028

0.90
0.63

***
**

0.60
1.88

High Forelegs (kg) = 0.0019a. (CW)2– 0.4108a. CW + 36.051
Low Forelegs (kg) = –0.0007b. (CW)2 + 0.2022b. CW– 1.065

0.88
0.61

***
**

0.58
1.04

High Loins (kg) = 0.0185. CW + 1.208
Low Loins (kg) = 0.0015. (CW)2 – 0.326.CW + 20.54

0.50
0.23

*

0.70
1.39

High Sirloin (kg) = 0.00005a. (CW)2– 0.0096b. CW + 0.953
Low Sirloin (kg) = 0.0005b. (CW)2– 0.1157b. CW + 6.948

0.69
0.48

**
*

0.57
0.88

High Total cuts (kg) = 0.0045a. (CW)2– 0.9788a. CW + 91.593
Low Total cuts (kg) = 0.0018b. (CW)2– 0.246b. CW + 41.442

0.88
0.80

***
***

1.30
0.88

High Hams (%) = 0.0022. (CW)2– 0.6464. CW + 63.081
Low Hams (%) = 27.063–0.0861. CW

0.81
0.72

***
***

0.93
0.57

High Forelegs (%) = 0.0016. (CW)2–0.4424. CW + 41.85
Low Forelegs (%) = 18.26–0.0587. CW

0.57
0.65

**
**

0.45
0.46

High Loins (%) = 0.0002. (CW)2–0.0627a.CW + 7.367
Low Loins (%) = 0.0018. (CW)2– 0.4231b. CW + 27.142

0.24
0.61

**

1.98
0.48

High Sirloin (%) = 0.00004a. (CW)2– 0.0117a. CW + 1.2121
Low Sirloin (%) = 0.0006b. (CW)2– 0.1368b. CW + 8.263

0.34
0.74

***

0.57
0.13

High Total cuts (%) = 0.0041. (CW)2– 1.1633. CW + 113.51
Low Total cuts (%) = 51.89–0.1732. CW

0.72
0.86

***
***

1.06
0.74

High SFA (cm2) = –385,45 + 6.57.(CW) – 0.0214. (CW)2
Low SFA (cm2) = –72.175 + 1.431. CW

0.55
0.49

**
*

3.22
4.65

FL

Regression equation

Within each carcass cut, slopes with different lettering differed (P < 0.05). *: P < 0.05, **: P < 0.01, ***: P < 0.001. RSD = residual standard
deviation.

The positive regression coefficient of the quadratic
term and the negative regression coefficient of the
linear term were significantly (P < 0.05) higher in H
than in L pigs for carcass hams and total cuts. The
curvilinear relationships between CW and carcass
forelegs were different in H and L pigs and the positive
regression coefficient of the quadratic term and the
negative regression coefficient of the linear term
was lower in H than in L pigs for carcass sirloin amount
(P < 0.05).
The negative regression coefficient of the linear term
was lower in H than in L pigs for carcass loin
percentage, while the positive regression coefficient of
the quadratic term and the negative regression

coefficient of the linear term were lower (P < 0.05) in H
than in L pigs for carcass sirloin percentage.
A linear increase in the ham and foreleg amount and
a linear decrease in the ham and foreleg percentages for
CW was observed by Cisneros et al. (1996), Leach et
al. (1996), and Latorre et al. (2003a,b, 2004) in heavy
selected pigs, Mayoral et al. (1999) and Espárrago et al.
(2001) in Iberian pigs and Pérez (2004) in Duroc ´
Iberian pigs.
The relationship between SFA and CW adjusted to a
curvilinear function in H pigs and to a linear function in
L pigs (Table 6). This indicates that an increase in CW
produces a reduction in the SFA increase rate in H, but
not in L pigs.
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It can be concluded that a severe feed restriction
during the period prior to the free-range fattening phase
leads to incomplete compensatory growth during the
free-range phase and, consequently, a reduction in SW
and CW and a lower production of carcass cut amount.
Since carcass total cut has a curvilinear response to
increases in CW, it may be of interest for Iberian pig
producers and industry to reduce the pig slaughter
weight.
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